Springdale
Public Library

AGENDA

Springdale Public Library Board Meeting

July 15, 2025
4:00 P.M.
Board Room

CALL TO ORDER

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR

FINANCIAL REPORT

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

AGENDA 71525

President Laurie Marshall

PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per speaker
and will not exceed 20 minutes in total.

Speakers must state their name and city of residence.

No action will be taken on public comments on items
not on the agenda during the meeting.

June 17, 2025

Director's Report with Expansion Update / June 2025
Statistics

June 2025 Financial Report

Discussion: Arkansas Act 505 of 2025, pertaining to
public meetings

2026 Library Budget Preliminary Planning






DIRECTOR'S REPORT

JULY 15, 2025

LIBRARY USE

This month we saw more signs of
recovery after our winter slump.
Programming attendance and library
visits are very slightly higher than in
June 2024. Library visits year-to-date
are still down 6.2%, but the shortfall is
lessening. A similar situation is playing
out in circulation statistics, which are
only slightly lower than June 2024, with
a 6.6% decrease in year-to-date counts.

Downloadable circulation is up

and database use is up YTD.
Programming attendance YTD is up
significantly, but this is a product of our
children’s team'’s school assembly visits.

21,461 63,029 3,232 2,281

Items checked out
or renewed

Patron visits

Program attendance

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Summer Reading 2025 is in progress, with
weekly events and story times for all ages
continuing through the end of July.

On July 19 at 2:00, we will host the Q.U.ILT.
Guild of NWA for a presentation on Ozarks
Quilt History. We have also partnered with
the Shiloh Museum for an Essie Ward display
in our Gallery and a presentation about
Essie, “Grandma Moses of the Ozarks,” on
July 26 at 2:00.

Our grant-funded computer classes will
continue in July, with a Marshallese
language class beginning July 21 and
continuing through August.

Special events for the whole family in July
include a visit from the Barnyard Buddies
Petting Zoo on July 12, a therapy dog meet
and greet on July 19, and a performance by
Cecilia Shackattack on July 26.

Our second Stuffie Sleepover event earlier
this month was well-received, and all
participants went home with hard hats and
great memories.

383

Public computer New library cards

sessions



) Springdale

Public Library

EXPANSION NOTES

Substantial progress has been made in the
children’s restrooms, and we hope to be able to
open them to the public in August, pending
receipt of a certificate of occupancy and
assuming no delays.

The Foundation funded AV equipment for the
space, and the vendor is working with Milestone
and Hight Jackson on speaker placement, cable
runs, etc.

Studs and framing are complete, and roofing
will likely be complete by our meeting date. As
of 7/3/2025, masonry was at 75%, and HVAC at
40% completion.

FINANCIAL NOTES

At the halfway point of the year, we have spent
44.2% of our total budget and expect to remain
within budget during the second half of 2025.

Our children'’s story hour (children’s
programming) line item appears somewhat
overspent, but reimbursements from grant
funds held by the Foundation in the amount of
$5.443, which will bring that line back within
planned spending, will be reflected in the next
financial report.

We added $7,000 in funds to Kanopy this
month, a pay-per-use streaming video service.
We expect that amount to cover Kanopy usage
for the rest of the year.

Lastly, our annual insurance payment appears in

this report, in the amount of $37,186.17.

Holds filled Documents notarized

Volunteer hours

DIRECTOR'S REPORT

JULY 15, 2025

STAFF NOTES

Reference librarians Kacy Earnest Spears and
Oliver Jennings attended the annual American
Library Association conference in Philadelphia
in late June. Kacy presented a poster session
about professional development as part of her
Emerging Leaders service.

Circulation Clerk and MLS student Fiona Davis
has arranged to do her practicum here at the
SPL reference desk, and our reference team is
thrilled to introduce her to their side of the
profession.

We're also excited to welcome Jose Yepiz and
Allyson Rath to the team as our newest
circulation clerks!

Database uses New items
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Giselle Gonzalez
Case Coordinator/Victim Advocate
ggonzalez@springdalear.gov

Ernest B. Cate
City Attorney
ecate@springdalear.gov

David D. Phillips Steve Helms

Deputy City Attorney Investigator
dphillips@springdalear.gov S P R l L E - shelms@springdalear.gov

Cameron. Baker L sosmamnk. pr-shisos Dixie Putt

Deputy City Attorney E MAKING IT HAPPEN Administrative Legal Assistant/Paralegal
cbaker@springdalear.gov OFFHCE OF CITY ATTORN EY dputt@springdalear.gov

George McManus 201 Spring Street - Springdale, Arkansas 72764 Christy Pianalto

Deputy City Attorney
gmcmanus@springdalear.gov

File/Discovery Clerk

Phone (479) 750-8173 « Fax (479) 750-4732 cpianalto@springdalear gov
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June 25, 2025
MEMORANDUM

FROM: Ernest B. Cate, City Attomgz_’/\)( -

TO:  Mayor Doug Sprouse
City Council Members
Members of Springdale Boards & Commissions

RE:  Act 505 of 2025
As you all are probably aware, the Arkansas General Assembly recently passed Act 505 of 2025, which is
slated to go into effect on August 5, 2025. I wanted to make you aware of the various provisions of this

Act, and how this Act will impact you as a member of a public entity subject to the Arkansas “open public
meeting” statute (Ark. Code Ann. §25-19-106).

Meeting or no meeting?

First, this Act adds and revises a few definitions, which aligns these definitions with existing case law and
recent Arkansas Attorney General Opinions, and clarifies certain aspects related to FOIA. For example,
this Act clarifies what constitutes a “meeting” and what types of conversations may occur outside of a
public meeting. A “public meeting” is defined as “the formal gathering together, in a special or regular
gathering, of a governing body, whether in person or remotely.” The term “informal” was removed from
the definition of a public meeting. However, this does not mean that members of a municipal governing
body can get together to talk about whatever they want, whenever they want, outside of a public meeting.

Whether or not communication between members of a governing body must occur in an open public
meeting depends on whether the conversation is “deliberation” or “background information and non-
decisional information” (both newly defined terms). “Deliberation” is defined as an exchange of
information or opinion between 2 or more members of a governing body that is related to a decision on a
matter that the governing body could foreseeably act on, or that asks how the official might vote on a matter
that the governing body could foreseeably act on (also defined in the Act as “polling”). “Background
information and non-decisional information” is defined, vaguely enough, as “information that is not
deliberation”. With these new definitions, the Act specifically states that “an informal meeting that includes
deliberation or that is for the purpose of exercising a responsibility, authority, power, or duty of a governing
body is strictly prohibited.”

Notice requirements

The Act also creates a few new notice requirements that local governments must now comply with.
Specifically, the Act provides that to lawfully hold a public meeting, a governing body shall ensure that



prior notice of the date, time, and place of the public meeting, as well as the agenda for the meeting, be
provided, at least 3 days before the public meeting to anyone who requests the information in order that the
public may have representatives at the public meeting, and be published online if the governing body or the
public entity maintains a website or social media page. However, these requirements do not preclude a
governing body from adding items to an agenda after the agenda has been furnished or posted. The Act
did not change the 2 hour notice/publication requirement for special meetings.

Remote attendance goes “bye-bye”

The most practical and far-reaching impact of this Act pertains to the issue of remote attendance of members
of the governing body of a public entity. More specifically, the Act provides that “a member of a governing
body shall be physically present at a public meeting to be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum or
to vote”. The Act does provide that a governing body may adopt a policy permitting members of the
governing body to attend a public meeting remotely. However, the Act specifically provides that
“governing bodies of municipalities” do not have the authority to adopt such a policy on remote attendance.
In addition, the Act defines the term “governing body” as “the governing body of a public entity””; and
“public entity” includes all boards and commissions of the City. Accordingly, the requirement of being
physically present applies to all meetings of the City Council, Planning Commission, and all other boards
and commissions of the City. The only exception is if the Governor declares a state of emergency.

By way of additional information, the Act provides that entities that are eligible to adopt a policy on remote
attendance must include in the policy that the governing body shall enable members of the public to attend
the public meeting by the same means as the members of the governing body attending the public meeting
remotely, and notice of the method the public may attend the public meeting shall be published with the
notice of the public meeting. In other words, were a public entity to allow members to attend and participate
by remote attendance via Zoom, then the public shall also be allowed to attend and participate via Zoom.
However, as mentioned previously, “governing bodies of municipalities” do not have authority to adopt a
policy on remote attendance.

Violations/Consequences

As mentioned previously, an informal meeting that includes deliberation or that is for the purpose of
exercising a responsibility, authority, power, or duty of a governing body is strictly prohibited. The Act
provides that if a circuit court finds that a governing body is in violation of this Act, or finds that a member
of a governing body engaged in a communication or informal meeting prohibited by this Act, the circuit
court may invalidate any action the governing body took at the unlawful public meeting, or that is the direct
or indirect result of the prohibited communication or informal meeting. However, Act 992 of 2025 provides
a mechanism for a governing body that violates this Act as it relates to the issuance of bonds, to provide
that such an action would not be invalidated if more than 30 days had passed since the violation, but does
provide for a civil penalty in that event.

It is not a violation of this Act if a secretary or administrative assistant of a governing body communicates
in writing with 1 or more members of the governing body for the purpose of conducting a ministerial act,
such as scheduling a public meeting of the governing body or setting the agenda for a public meeting of the
governing body. Similarly, it is not a violation if an employee or an agent of a public entity communicates
background and non-decisional information to 1 or more members of the governing body of the public
entity. However, it is a violation if a secretary or administrative assistant of a governing body
communicates with 1 or more members of the governing body and the communication functionally
conducts substantive business of the governing body concerning any matter on which official action would
foreseeably be taken by the governing body, or if an employee or agent of a public entity communicates to
a member of the governing body of the public entity how another member of the governing body intends
to vote, or whether another member of the governing body supports or opposes a certain proposed action
by the governing body.
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